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(3) Federally acknowledged or State- 
recognized Native American tribe or 
group. 

(4) Academic institutions. 
(b) Entities must be legally estab-

lished and located within a state as de-
fined in § 1775.2. 

(c) Organizations must be incor-
porated by December 31 of the year the 
application period occurs to be eligible 
for funds. 

(d) Private businesses, Federal agen-
cies, and individuals are ineligible for 
these grants. 

(e) Applicants must also have the 
proven ability; background; experience, 
as evidenced by the organization’s sat-
isfactory completion of project(s) simi-
lar to those proposed; legal authority; 
and actual capacity to provide tech-
nical assistance and/or training on a 
regional basis to associations as pro-
vided in § 1775.63. To meet the require-
ment of actual capacity, an applicant 
must either: 

(1) Have the necessary resources to 
provide technical assistance and/or 
training to associations in rural areas 
through its staff, or 

(2) Be assisted by an affiliate or 
member organization which has such 
background and experience and which 
agrees, in writing, that it will provide 
the assistance, or 

(3) Contract with a nonaffiliated or-
ganization for not more than 49 percent 
of the grant to provide the proposed as-
sistance. 

§ 1775.66 Purpose. 

Grants may be made to organizations 
as defined in § 1775.65 to enable such or-
ganizations to assist associations to: 

(a) Provide technical assistance and/ 
or training to reduce the solid waste 
stream through reduction, recycling, 
and reuse. 

(b) Provide training to enhance oper-
ator skills in maintaining and oper-
ating active landfills. 

(c) Provide technical assistance and/ 
or training for operators of landfills 
which are closed or will be closed in 
the near future with the development/ 
implementation of closure plans, fu-
ture land use plans, safety and mainte-
nance planning, and closure scheduling 
within permit requirements. 

(d) Evaluate current landfill condi-
tions to determine the threats to water 
resources. 

(e) Pay the expenses associated with 
providing the technical assistance and/ 
or training authorized in paragraphs 
(a) through (d) of this section. 

§ 1775.67 Allocation of funds. 

The maximum amount for a single 
applicant for a Solid Waste Manage-
ment project will be 25 percent of 
available grant funds. 

§ 1775.68 Exception authority. 

The Administrator may, in indi-
vidual cases, make an exception to any 
requirement or provision of this part 
which is not inconsistent with the au-
thorizing statute or other applicable 
law and is determined to be in the Gov-
ernment’s interest. 

§§ 1775.69–1775.99 [Reserved] 
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Subpart A—General 
§ 1776.1 Purpose. 

This part sets forth the policies and 
procedures for making grants to pri-
vate, non-profit organizations to fi-
nance the construction, refurbishing 
and servicing of individually-owned 
household water well systems in rural 
areas for individuals with low or mod-
erate income. 

§ 1776.2 Uniform Federal Assistance 
Provisions. 

(a) This program is subject to the 
general provisions that apply to all 
grants made by USDA and that are set 
forth in 7 CFR Part 3015—Uniform Fed-
eral Assistance Regulations. 

(b) This program is subject to the 
uniform administrative requirements 
that apply to all grants made by USDA 
to non-profit organizations and that 
are set forth in 7 CFR Part 3019—Uni-
form Administrative Requirements for 
Grants And Agreements with Institu-
tions of Higher Education, Hospitals, 
and Other Non-Profit Organizations. 

(c) This program is subject to OMB 
Circular No. A–122 (Revised): Cost Prin-
ciples for Non-Profit Organizations. 

§ 1776.3 Definitions. 
Administrative expenses means ex-

penses incurred by a grant recipient 
that are of the type more particularly 
described in Section 13 of this part. 

Applicant means a private, non-profit 
organization that applies for a HWWS 
grant under this part. 

Centralized Servicing Center (CSC) 
means the centralized loan servicing 
center within the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment. CSC provides nationwide serv-
ices for borrowers that have received 
financing from Rural Development pro-
grams. 

Construction means building or as-
sembling a water well system or por-
tion thereof, that is not a water well 
system or portion thereof being con-
structed in connection with a new 
building. 

Eligible individual means an indi-
vidual who is a member of a household 
the members of which have a combined 
income (for the most recent 12-month 
period for which the information is 

available) that is not more than 100 
percent of the median nonmetropolitan 
household income for the State or ter-
ritory in which the individual resides, 
according to the most recent decennial 
census of the United States. 

Grant agreement means the contract 
between RUS and the grant recipient 
which sets forth the terms and condi-
tions governing a particular grant 
awarded under this part. 

Grant recipient means an applicant 
that has been awarded a HWWS grant 
under this part. 

HWWS means household water well 
system. 

HWWS grant means a grant awarded 
by RUS to a grant recipient under this 
part. 

HWWS loan means a loan made by a 
grant recipient to a loan recipient 
using the direct or indirect proceeds of 
a HWWS grant awarded under this 
part. 

Loan recipient means an eligible indi-
vidual who has received a HWWS loan. 

Refurbishing means to renovate or to 
restore a water well system or portion 
thereof to near new condition. 

Revolved funds means the cash por-
tion of the revolving loan fund that is 
not composed of HWWS grant funds, in-
cluding repayments of revolving 
HWWS loans, fees, and interest col-
lected on HWWS loans. 

Revolving loan fund means the loan 
fund established by the grant recipient 
to carry out the purposes of this part, 
such fund comprising the proceeds of a 
HWWS grant and other related assets. 

Rural area means any area other than 
a city or town that has a population of 
greater than 50,000 inhabitants; and the 
urbanized area contiguous and adjacent 
to such city or town. 

RUS means the Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, a Federal agency delivering the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture’s Rural Development Utilities 
Program. 

Servicing means making repairs or 
performing maintenance on a water 
well system or portion thereof. 

USDA means the United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 
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